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Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade: 3 - Adopted 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.1

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.2

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures;
determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed
through key details in the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.3

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and
explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Craft and Structure

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.5

Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a
text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each
successive part builds on earlier sections.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.6

Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the
characters.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band
independently and proficiently.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the
grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.3

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills

CATEGORY / Fluency



CLUSTER

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.3.4

Read  with suffic ient accuracy and  fluency to  sup p o rt co mp rehensio n.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.3.4 a

Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.3.4 c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Text Types and Purposes

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3.2

Write info rmative/exp lanato ry texts to  examine a to p ic and  co nvey id eas and
info rmatio n c learly.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3.2b

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3.7

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3.8

Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital
sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided
categories.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Writing

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Comprehension and Collaboration

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.1

Eng ag e effectively in a rang e o f co llab o rative d iscussio ns (o ne-o n-o ne, in g ro up s,
and  teacher-led ) with d iverse p artners o n g rad e 3 to p ics and  texts, b uild ing  o n
o thers '  id eas and  exp ressing  their o wn c learly.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material;
explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic
to explore ideas under discussion.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.1b

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful
ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and
texts under discussion).

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.1c

Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic,
and link their comments to the remarks of others.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.1d

Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3.4

Determine o r c larify the meaning  o f unkno wn and  multip le-meaning  wo rd  and
p hrases b ased  o n g rad e 3 read ing  and  co ntent, cho o sing  flexib ly fro m a rang e o f
strateg ies.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3.4 a

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA- Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general



Literacy.L.3.6 academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal
spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking
for them).

Grade: 4  - Adopted 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4 .1

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4 .3

Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions).

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Craft and Structure

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4 .4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g.,
Herculean).

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4 .10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4 .8

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points
in a text.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4 .10

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the
range.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.4

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Fluency

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.4 .4

Read  with suffic ient accuracy and  fluency to  sup p o rt co mp rehensio n.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.4 .4 a

Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.4 .4 c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Text Types and Purposes

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .2

Write info rmative/exp lanato ry texts to  examine a to p ic and  co nvey id eas and
info rmatio n c learly.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .2b

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4

Writing Standards

CATEGORY / Production and Distribution of Writing



CLUSTER

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations
for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .7

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of
different aspects of a topic.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .8

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from
print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a
list of sources.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .9

Draw evid ence fro m literary o r info rmatio nal texts to  sup p o rt analys is, reflectio n,
and  research.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .9 a

Apply grade 4 reading standards to literature (e.g., ' 'Describe in depth a
character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in
the text [e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions].' ' ).

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .9 b

Apply grade 4 reading standards to informational texts (e.g., ' 'Explain how an
author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text' ').

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Writing

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.4

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Comprehension and Collaboration

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.4 .1

Eng ag e effectively in a rang e o f co llab o rative d iscussio ns (o ne-o n-o ne, in g ro up s,
and  teacher-led ) with d iverse p artners o n g rad e 4 to p ics and  texts, b uild ing  o n
o thers '  id eas and  exp ressing  their o wn c learly.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.4 .1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material;
explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic
to explore ideas under discussion.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.4 .1b

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.4 .1c

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information,
and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of
others.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.4

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.4 .6

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting
ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-
group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Knowledge of Language

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .3

Use kno wled g e o f lang uag e and  its  co nventio ns when writing , sp eaking , read ing , o r
l is tening .

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .3c

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting
ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-
group discussion).



STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .4

Determine o r c larify the meaning  o f unkno wn and  multip le-meaning  wo rd s and
p hrases b ased  o n g rad e 4 read ing  and  co ntent, cho o sing  flexib ly fro m a rang e o f
strateg ies.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .4 a

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .5

Demo nstrate und erstand ing  o f fig urative lang uag e, wo rd  relatio nship s, and
nuances in wo rd  meaning s.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .5a

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a
picture) in context.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .5c

Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites
(antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions,
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are
basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when
discussing animal preservation).

Grade: 5  - Adopted 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5.1

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5.2

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including
how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker
in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5.3

Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Craft and Structure

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5.6

Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of view influences how events are
described.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.5.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band
independently and proficiently.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.7

Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the
ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.



STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.8

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points
in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s).

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.9

Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or
speak about the subject knowledgeably.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the
grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.5

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Fluency

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.5.4

Read  with suffic ient accuracy and  fluency to  sup p o rt co mp rehensio n.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.5.4 a

Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.5.4 c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Text Types and Purposes

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.2

Write info rmative/exp lanato ry texts to  examine a to p ic and  co nvey id eas and
info rmatio n c learly.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.2b

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Production and Distribution of Writing

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations
for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.7

Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge
through investigation of different aspects of a topic.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.8

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from
print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and
finished work, and provide a list of sources.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.9

Draw evid ence fro m literary o r info rmatio nal texts to  sup p o rt analys is, reflectio n,
and  research.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.9 a

Apply grade 5 reading standards to literature (e.g., ' 'Compare and contrast two
or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing on
specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]' ' ).

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.9 b

Apply grade 5 reading standards to informational texts (e.g., ' 'Explain how an
author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text,
identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]' ' ).

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Writing



STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.5.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.5

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Comprehension and Collaboration

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.5.1

Eng ag e effectively in a rang e o f co llab o rative d iscussio ns (o ne-o n-o ne, in g ro up s,
and  teacher-led ) with d iverse p artners o n g rad e 5 to p ics and  texts, b uild ing  o n
o thers '  id eas and  exp ressing  their o wn c learly.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.5.1a

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material;
explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic
to explore ideas under discussion.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.5.1b

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.5.1c

Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to
the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Knowledge of Language

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.3

Use kno wled g e o f lang uag e and  its  co nventio ns when writing , sp eaking , read ing , o r
l is tening .

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.3b

Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in
stories, dramas, or poems.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.4

Determine o r c larify the meaning  o f unkno wn and  multip le-meaning  wo rd s and
p hrases b ased  o n g rad e 5 read ing  and  co ntent, cho o sing  flexib ly fro m a rang e o f
strateg ies.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.4 a

Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue
to the meaning of a word or phrase.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.5

Demo nstrate und erstand ing  o f fig urative lang uag e, wo rd  relatio nship s, and
nuances in wo rd  meaning s.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.5a

Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.5c

Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms,
homographs) to better understand each of the words.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and
other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly,
moreover, in addition).


